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To:   Prof. Howard Georgi <georgi@physics.harvard.edu> 
 Prof. Brian Josephson <bdj10@cam.ac.uk> 
 Prof. Daniel Marlow <marlow@princeton.edu> 
 Sir Martin Rees <mjr36@cam.ac.uk> 
Cc:             Prof. Geoffrey Burbidge <gburbidge@ucsd.edu> 
 Prof. Freeman Dyson <dyson@ias.edu> 
 Prof. Stephen Hawking, care of <arobinson@perimeterinstitute.ca> 
 Prof. James Peebles <pjep@pupgg.princeton.edu> 
 Prof. Steven Weinberg <weinberg@physics.utexas.edu> 
 The Editor <letters@thetimes.co.uk> 
 The Editor <letters@sunday-times.co.uk> 
 Dr. Michael Brooks <info@michaelbrooks.org> 
Forward:    13 Unsolved scientific puzzles  
Date:   20 March 2009  
 
Prof. Howard Georgi, Harvard Physics 
Prof. Brian Josephson, Cambridge Physics 
Prof. Daniel Marlow, Chairman, Princeton Physics 
Sir Martin Rees, President, The Royal Society 
 
Dear Esteemed Gentlemen, 
Kindly accept the item forwarded here for your reference. I had given therein your good names and it occurred to 
me only as an afterthought that you, too, should have been rightly sent copies of it as a matter of courtesy. 
 
To that central question posed therein (“DOES THE MOVING BODY CONTRACT TRANSVERSE TO 
MOTION?”), I am yet to receive a definite answer from you (or anyone else for that matter). Predictably, the 
correct and quantitative answer will prove pivotal to the entire future of basic theory and research – since it has 
the potential to swing the whole gamut of fundamental physics completely around, starting with a review of 
Einstein’s Special Relativity. On the other hand, to the question’s textbook answer, such as, “The body contracts 
ONLY in the direction of its motion relative to an observer; dimensions in other directions are NOT contracted” 
(as blindly accepted today, that is, without proof), if substantiated from first principles, will most certainly shut 
me up for good (and put this crank out of circulation once and for all!). 
 
As such, for the sake of the future of the multitude of innocent students, starting with those you now teach, 
counsel and guide, and for the integrity of your noble calling and the high positions of responsibility you hold in 
those revered institutions of knowledge, decency and fair play, do kindly condescend to give at least The Times 
editor here the possible reason why my concern here is totally baseless and merits no consideration. (Otherwise, 
wouldn’t it all be a sham to carry on teaching or researching something now plainly seen to be fundamentally and 
irredeemably wrong, as the flat-earth concept of historically not too long ago? And, can grant renewals or fresh 
applications for most of today’s “big-science” research projects be signed with a clear conscience any longer?)   
 
Hope at least the Nobel luminary already among you will boldly take that enlightening first step, truly worthy of 
that highest elevation, to clear the darkness and break the silence here. 
Thank you and with best regards, 
Eugene Sittampalam 

 
Simon Eugene Sittampalam  
PO Box 134, 645 Beach Road 
Jaffna, Sri Lanka 
Tel:         +9421 222 6851 
E-mail:   eugenesittampalam@gmail.com  
Website: www.sittampalam.net  
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-------------------- Forwarded Message -------------------- 
 
To:    The Editor <letters@thetimes.co.uk> 
Cc:     Dr Michael Brooks <info@michaelbrooks.org>, The Editor <letters@sunday-times.co.uk>  
Subject:  13 Unsolved scientific puzzles 
Date:    16 March 2009 
 

The essence if this letter: 
 

Dear Editor, kindly pose just this one simple question to the next physicist you meet (especially a celebrated one 
like Prof. Stephen Hawking or a Nobel laureate): 

 
“DOES THE MOVING BODY CONTRACT TRANSVERSE TO MOTION?” 

 
If his (or her) answer is “No,” then he is simply quoting from textbook knowledge.  

Kindly then ask of him if it has been shown to be so, or if he could do so himself, from first principles. 
 

And answers here again in the negative – will set the future course for basic theory and research in their entirety, 
from the atomic to the cosmic (replacing also the glut of partial theories of the past century that has been most 

unscientifically instilled into us and continues to this day to be even more so drummed in with unethical rigour). 
 

If this letter is acceptable for publication, kindly edit it in any way you deem proper for The Times and/or The 
Sunday Times. Thank you. 

 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Then [Fermi] delivered his verdict in a quiet, even voice. "There are two ways of doing calculations in theoretical 
physics", he said. "One way, and this is the way I prefer, is to have a clear physical picture of the process that you 
are calculating. ..." 
Freeman Dyson (Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton), A meeting with Enrico Fermi, Nature 427, 297 
(2004) 
 
Please be good enough to accept this belated feedback to your online article of 27 February 2009, “13 Unsolved 
scientific puzzles,” by Michael Brooks. The first four of the puzzles come under physics but are no longer puzzles 
at all. They have been resolved with simple, classical mechanical explanations that any of your readers with a 
high-school knowledge of physics would understand. As Enrico Fermi would say, “a clear physical picture” is all 
that is needed for the purpose; and this final perspective on the nature of things that I have propounded (please 
see www.sittampalam.net) has also remained irrefutable to date. From Cambridge (refer Prof. Brian Josephson) to 
the Royal Society (refer Sir Martin Rees) and across the Atlantic to Princeton (refer Prof. Daniel Marlow) a
Harvard (refer Prof. Howard Georgi) even the question – “DOES THE MOVING BODY CONTRACT 
TRANSVERSE TO MOTION?” – is being evaded, a most unbecoming attitude of the physics mainstream. (Not 
surprisingly, for a body in general motion, the textbook answer of “No” would now amount to saying: “I believe 
in inertial forces but not centrifugal.”) The complacency is highlighted typically in the unsolicited six-page article 
on me in the April 2002 issue of Discover (‘Notes from a Parallel Universe’ by Jennifer Kahn, pp. 66-71). 

nd 

 
Typical of my continued appeal to the mainstream for a peer review is the latest letter to Sir Martin Rees, a copy 
of which may now be accessed on: www.sittampalam.net/TheRoyalSociety.pdf.  
 
The correct and quantitative answer to the above question (in red) will prove pivotal to every field of physics 
today, not to mention the many “big-science” research projects – such as chasing after fundamental nonentities 
like the Higgs particle (at CERN’s LHC and Fermilab’s Tevatron), black holes, dark matter and dark energy – 
that would be called off as a result, with human resources and funds more usefully rechannelled. As such, I do 
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hope you will kindly consider this matter seriously for the sake of the future and credibility of basic research. The 
innocent students now entering its portals and the taxpaying public unwittingly financing the research, too, would 
be most grateful if at least the above all-important fundamental question could be resolved through your (fourth-
estate) intervention here to start with.   
 
There is an upfront minimum offer of US$25,000 to refute (any aspect of) my model to the satisfaction of ANY 
university physics department head; you are most welcome to extend this token of my sincerity to your readers. 
The contender has only to convince, not me, but his or her chosen physics head ALONE, whose fee, too, will be 
paid by me in full and in advance. (The money, in fact, is presently with National Savings & Investments in the 
UK; it can be readily withdrawn in sterling-pound equivalent and advanced to you to hold in trust initially, that is, 
before you even consider publication of this ‘letter to the editor’ in an appropriately edited form.) 
 
Finally, for the simple answers to the first 4 of the 13 puzzles, kindly click on the links below. And, without 
taking any more of your valuable time here, I shall leave the above matter in your capable and impartial hands for 
an early resolution. 
 
1. MOST OF THE UNIVERSE IS MISSING  
www.sittampalam.net/TheSuperwind.htm 
 
2. THE PIONEER ANOMALY 
www.sittampalam.net/PioneerAnomaly.htm   
 
3. VARYING CONSTANTS 
www.sittampalam.net/Gravity.htm  
 
4. COLD FUSION 
www.sittampalam.net/FusionEnergy.htm  
www.sittampalam.net/ITER.Test.htm   
 
Any response would be most gratefully received.  
Thank you and with best regards, 
Eugene Sittampalam 
 

 
Simon Eugene Sittampalam  
PO Box 134, 645 Beach Road 
Jaffna, Sri Lanka 
Tel:         +9421 222 6851 
E-mail:   eugenesittampalam@gmail.com  
Website: www.sittampalam.net  
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